A rare complication of aortic valve endocarditis: diagnosis with transesophageal echocardiography.
Rupture of the membranous interventricular septum resulting in a left ventricular to right atrial shunt is a rare complication of endocarditis. Early recognition of this complication is essential because these patients require early surgical intervention. We report a case of a left ventricular-right atrial shunt complicating aortic valve endocarditis in which transesophageal echocardiography was used to accurately diagnose the lesion before surgery. We will discuss the role of transesophageal echocardiography in the diagnosis of this lesion and will review the existing literature pertaining to this rare complication.